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s we head into the 2021 race season and
specifically the Triple Crown Series, few
people in our industry have a tougher road
ahead than Steve Simms. After having the
rug pulled out from underneath him last fall
when the Rockstar Energy OTSFF Yamaha
team closed its doors, as the team’s longtime manager, Steve was forced to make some tough
decisions. As you will read in this interview, Steve
didn’t waste any time and within a few months he
formed the new TLD GasGas Race Team. Steve’s new
team will compete in the 2021 Triple Crown Series
and it will be the first time that fans will be able to
see a GasGas dirt bike on the starting at a Canadian
Pro National. To celebrate this exciting moment,
we reached out to Steve Simms for this month’s
Industry Profile.
MXP: HEY STEVE, IT’S BEEN A LONG
WINTER. HOW ARE YOU DOING?

SS: Hey Chris, since this fall it
has been a whirlwind, trying to
organize my next steps and pushing forward during Covid-19. I think
I have settled in and sorted things
for the next few years now though,
so that takes some stress off.

WE SEE YOU’VE GONE SNOWCROSS RACING
WITH SAM GAYNOR. HOW HAS THAT BEEN
SO FAR?
SS: Yes, the opportunity came up
for Sam to go race snow bikes and
allow him to keep riding a bike while
holding his full-time job over the
winter. True North has been a big
help in making this all come around
and making this happen.

“YES, I GOT THE PHONE CALL
FROM ANDRE BREAKING THE
NEWS TO ME. I HUNG UP AND
THOUGHT ABOUT THINGS
FOR A FEW MINUTES AND
THEN STARTED MAKING SOME
PHONE CALLS.”

BEFORE WE TALK ABOUT 2021, LET’S GO BACK
TO LAST YEAR. HOW DID THE SUMMER GO
WITH PHIL NICOLETTI, SHAWN MAFFENBEIER,
AND SAM GAYNOR?
SS: Last year was a fairly good year
considering everything that was going
on. We had some amazing highs with
all of the guys, but we also had a few
lows. When it’s so up and down it can
be very hard for everyone on the team.
Everyone worked hard and we came
away with a pretty successful season
having Phil (Nicoletti) and Shawn
(Maffenbeier) on the podium multiple
times and Sam consistently in the Top
10 every weekend.

WE’VE SPOKEN ABOUT THIS A FEW TIMES,
BUT HOW SOLID IS PHIL AS A PERSON OFF OF
THE BIKE?

SS: Phil can be a hard guy to read but
I think overall we got along great and
had some good times just hanging out
away from the races. Phil stayed at our
house for the summer, so we saw a
lot of each other, but he is a very true
and caring guy. He spent hours playing
with my daughter, chasing her around
on her Stacyc bike, and jumping on the
trampoline. It was a pleasure to get to
work with a guy like him. We still talk
regularly about life and racing.

SADLY, AT THE END OF LAST YEAR THE OTSFF
TEAM THAT YOU MANAGED DECIDED THEY
WOULDN’T BE GOING RACING ANYMORE. DID
THAT COME AS A SHOCK TO YOU?

SS: It was not a complete shock to
me as I felt like something was about
to happen. I think a combination of
things just helped Andre (Laurin) make
the decision sooner than planned.
Andre was in motocross for a long time
and it had just come time to move on.
He now has his desert trucks that he
gets to race in the USA. I am glad he
was able to find something he enjoys

doing and can be the racer himself and
be successful doing it that. Andre and
his family are great people and I owe a
lot to them all.

OKAY, SO THE OTSFF TEAM ANNOUNCES THAT
THEY’RE NOT GOING RACING IN 2021. YOU
IMMEDIATELY BEGAN TRYING TO MAKE PLANS
TO GO RACING WITH YOUR OWN TEAM. HOW
WAS THAT PROCESS?

SS: Yes, I got the phone call from
Andre breaking the news to me. I hung
up and thought about things for a
few minutes and then started making
some phone calls. I had some talks
with Yamaha initially as I have been a
big Yamaha supporter for many years
and was really hoping we could continue something with them. However,
it seemed pretty clear to me that that
probably wasn’t going to be an option.
I then reached out to Suzuki as I had
heard they wanted to be more involved
in racing. I put together a proposal to
them and we were in talks for a few
weeks and then it was just a “No” in
the end. Then I got wind from Troy Lee
Designs about the GasGas deal in the
USA and that I should reach out to
them.

OKAY, SO THAT IS HOW THE TLD GASGAS DEAL
COME TO FRUITION?
SS: Pretty much yes! TLD stepped up
last year and supported our OTSFF
crew with apparel and gear for the
season. When they heard OTSFF shut
down they mentioned that with the
connection to GasGas in the USA that
I should talk to them and see if we
could put a deal together. I started
talking with GasGas and after about
three weeks of talks, we were able to
put a two-year deal together for 2021
and 2022.
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“IT’S HARD TO
NARROW IT
DOWN AS I’VE
LOVED PRETTY
MUCH EVERY
MINUTE I’VE
SPENT IN THIS
SPORT.”
THAT IS SUCH GOOD NEWS, STEVE. INTRODUCING A NEW BRAND TO CANADIAN MOTOCROSS
IS VERY EXCITING. JUSTIN BARCIA HAS BEEN
DOING REALLY WELL IN THE SUPERCROSS
SERIES ON HIS FACTORY GASGAS, THAT MUST
MAKE YOU EXCITED TO BRING THIS BRAND TO
CANADA?

SS: It was very cool to see Red Bull
and the TLD GasGas Team kick-off the
season with that video and their fake
Anaheim 1 victory. But then to come
out to the real opening round in Houston and throw it down as he did was
amazing. I’m actually getting my hands
on a new GasGas MC450F today, so I’m
very excited.

SOUNDS LIKE EVERYTHING IS STARTING TO
COME TOGETHER. DO YOU HAVE YOUR RIDERS
FINALIZED FOR THE 2021 SEASON?
SS: I have Sam Gaynor signed and we
also have another rider pretty much
signed as long as a few things on his
end go right. We should have a press
release coming out soon to announce
our first rider.

IT SOUNDS AS THOUGH YOU’RE GOING TO HAVE
A REALLY STRONG TEAM THIS YEAR. RECENTLY
THE 2021 TRIPLE CROWN SERIES SCHEDULE
WAS RELEASED. WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS
ON THIS NEW SCHEDULE?
SS: It has been quite the challenge
trying to get a Triple Crown Series
Schedule finalized as no one knows
where each Province is going to be
with their Covid-19 restrictions come
June. It’s exciting that the series wants
to go out west for two rounds, but it
would have been nice to have a bit of
an idea of this a little sooner. Team
budgets are tight this year and having
to travel west is a major expense and
something that needs extra planning.
I am excited to go racing though and I
hope everything goes smooth.
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YOU’VE BEEN INVOLVED WITH LARGE SUZUKI
AND YAMAHA TEAMS IN THE PAST, ARE YOU
EXCITED TO LEARN ABOUT THE AUSTRIAN
GASGAS BIKES?

SS: Honestly yes! I have stayed pretty
close to all of the Japanese brands so
it’s exciting to get into a new bike and
learn more new stuff. We are excited to
get into these bikes and start riding.

MXP: YOU’RE A RACER YOURSELF. IN FACT,
YOU’RE A MULTI-TIME WALTON TRANSCAN
CHAMPION. HOW MUCH DO YOU LOVE RACING?
SS: I am a racer. I have a huge passion
for motocross. Anytime I can get out
riding, I go. It’s my getaway, I can go as
hard as I want or just cruise around. I
have a very deep competitive side and
the fire still burns strong. Walton had
not been a great track for me for many
years. I think I raced TransCan when I
was younger as a beginner, Junior, and
once as an Intermediate. I was never
able to get through the week without
twisting my ankles or crashing in the
ruts. So, these last few years I have
come to enjoy the Walton track and try
to ride it more than once a year.

I’M SURE WINNING TITLES AT THE TRANSCAN
HAS HELPED YOU ENJOY THE TRACK MORE
(LAUGHS). WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR BEST
MEMORIES OF THE SPORT FROM OVER THE
YEARS?

SS: I have a lot of good memories of
the sport since 2002. I have done many
trips with great families and riders.
Starting with Joel Saarits and his family,
to Jay Burke, to riders that I got on with
the OTSFF team. From Top 5 finishes
with Jay and Joel to winning Championships with OTSFF. It’s hard to narrow it
down as I’ve loved pretty much every
minute I’ve spent in this sport.

WELL STEVE, WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOUR NEW TLD GASGAS TEAM IN THE
PADDOCK THIS SUMMER. ARE YOU LOOKING
FORWARD TO RACING ONE YOURSELF?

SS: I can say I’m excited to start this
new journey. It takes a lot to get a
new team off the ground. Andre and
Monique Laurin at OTSFF have helped
me over the years to set me up with
the experiences I needed to start this
team. I can’t thank them enough for all
the help and support they have given
me over our 10 years racing together.

YOU ALSO RUN YOUR BUSINESS CALLED STEVE
SIMMS RACING. YOU’VE HELPED A LOT OF
PEOPLE BOTH AT THE TRACK AND DURING THE
WEEK. CAN YOU TALK A LITTLE ABOUT WHAT
YOU DO AND HOW PEOPLE CAN GET IN TOUCH
WITH YOU IF THEY NEED SOMETHING DONE?
SS: Of course! I still run my shop and
have started to ramp that back up
more. I can be found on Instagram,
Facebook, or Google with a quick
search of my name. I have a new website in the works but isn’t quite done
yet. It is www.ssr-mx.com

A FEW YEARS AGO, YOU MOVED TO JUST
OUTSIDE SHELBURNE, ON. THERE’S A GREAT
GROUP OF RIDERS THAT LIVE AROUND THE
AREA AND RIDE ALL OF THE TIME. CAN YOU
TALK A LITTLE ABOUT THIS GROUP OF RIDERS?
SS: I moved up to Shelburne almost
7 years ago now. Where has the time
gone? I met an amazing group of guys
through this group. We have dedicated
ride nights all summer and it’s just
a great time with some really good
guys. I can’t thank them enough for
supporting my shop when they need
products or repairs for their bikes. The
group consists of all levels of riders
and we have also started getting a few
younger kids out also which is nice to
see. We are all there to have a good
time, but we push each other while on
the track and have a blast doing it.

THAT SOUNDS LIKE A GOOD TIME FOR SURE.
WELL STEVE, THANKS FOR YOUR TIME. AS I
SAID, IT’S GOING TO BE EXCITING TO HAVE A
NEW TEAM IN THE PADDOCK AND WE CANNOT
WAIT TO SEE HOW IT ALL LOOKS. BEFORE I
LET YOU GO DO YOU HAVE ANY FINAL WORDS?

SS: I would just like to thank all of our
past sponsors and all of the current
sponsors who have continued with
this new venture. Also, to the new
sponsors that have come on board. It’s
going to be a busy summer, but I look
forward to getting it underway. Thank
you also for taking the time to do this
interview. I can’t wait to see everyone
at the races.

